
WE’VE SWUNG 
THE BRIDGE!
After a hectic summer of events and appeals, 
and a nail-biting time in early September, we 
reached our target of £125,000 with seven 
days to spare! Now KCC is preparing the 
specification before putting the design and 
building work out to tender. Their current goal 
is to build the Bridge by Autumn 2017.
   Thanks to our partners, the Brents 
Community Association and the Faversham 
Society, and to every individual, business 
and charity who contributed to this 
amazing success, by donating money or 
time, organising or attending events, and 
spreading the word. 
   Surplus funds will be dedicated to bridge-
related projects. We all know that opening 
the Bridge is just the first step towards our 
ambition for a flourishing Basin, dredged and 
beautiful with boats. Watch this space next 
year for news of our plans for Beyond the 
Bridge! 

CREEK NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN (CNP)

The CNP is at the Examination Stage, 
establishing that legal procedures have 
been correctly followed, before going to 
referendum. Planning barrister Timothy 
Jones was in Faversham from 5th - 7th 
October, to examine the document agreed 
between Swale and Historic England 
(formerly English Heritage), the ‘Statement of 
Common Ground and Minor Modifications’. 
He listened to representations from both 
sides of the debate, including the Trust, 
and permitted final written submissions on 
specific subjects raised during the enquiry.
 Mr Jones plans to present his report by the 
end of November. While we cannot predict 
the outcome, we felt Mr Jones conducted the 
Enquiry with great fairness to both sides.
   One very important point arose during 
the hearing, when an email from the Mayor 
was read out: ‘The £200,000 from Swale 
is conditional on a number of burdensome 
conditions such as the adoption of the 
Neighbourhood Plan and there is no sign that 
Swale will ever budge on these.’ The people 
of Faversham have very clearly shown their 
support for an opening bridge. They, and we, 
will hold Swale to account if it tries to force 
our votes at referendum. 
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WELL DONE FAVERSHAM£125 OOORAISED!THANK YOU

The people of Faversham will make the bridge happen



BACK TO WORK

We are delighted to work with the Brents 
Community Association again on another 
Creek Learning Programme. After last 
year’s success, the Department for Work 
and Pensions agreed to fund two more 
six-week courses this autumn. The first 
gave 14 local long-term-unemployed 
people new challenges to help them 
prepare for paid or volunteer work. They 
spent time as Volunteer Creek Wardens 
(a new role being established by the BCA) 
and learned employability skills, guided by 
lead tutor Jude Sach.

   A highlight was to build a small fleet of 
boats, trained by local boat builder Alan 
Thorne and his son Mark in the Trust’s 
Purifier Building. These boats were 
proudly displayed at a Reception attended 
by the Deputy Mayor, Faversham 
Business Partnership, local employers 
and others, with delicious refreshments 
made by two of the participants. 
   One course member is now in full time 
work, two are becoming self-employed 
while three more are working towards 
self-employment, three have work 
experience opportunities and three 
have permanent voluntary work. The 
next programme starts on 9 November, 
running three days a week for six weeks. 
For details contact Jude Sach on 01795 
342400 or email info@creeklearning.
co.uk.

CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS

We are pleased to announce that Claire 
Mason is our new Volunteer Co-ordinator. 
We always have tasks for willing helpers, 
whether it’s helping at market stalls, making 
cakes, distributing newsletters, helping with 
fundraising, or doing the all-important admin!  
Please contact Claire on 07769 223925 or 
clairemason89@icloud.com if you’d like to 
know more or get involved. Claire says: I’m 
planning to arrange regular social get-togethers 
for the volunteers, so please let me know if you 
would like to be included.
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DIARY DATES
As we go to press, we have the following 
dates for your diary. If you would like to 
volunteer at any of these events - and   
we need help! - please contact 
Debbie Lawther on 07730 163517

Faversham Creek Trust AGM 
Friday 27 November 2015 in the 
Alexander Centre’s Gatefield Hall, 
for members only. Doors open at 7 
pm, meeting begins at 7.30pm sharp

Carols at the Purifier 
Social evening for Members
Saturday 5 December 6-8pm
Mince pies, a glass of mulled wine 
and carols from the Fleur Singers

Christmas Market Stall  
Sunday 13 December - come and 
meet us - and find lovely creek-
related goodies to buy for Christmas!

For Membership and Contact forms etc 
and for update and further information 

go to the website.
www.favershamcreektrust.com

First you make them - 
then you sail them.

Making it all worthwhile. 
A recent letter in the 
Faversham Times

The Purifier revealed 
after removing 

the railings


